In giving the geographical range of plants as briefly as a handbook requires, liabilities to err by trying to say much in a word or short phrase must be recognized. That all sources of information are not equally and carefully examined may also be true, and as a consequence omissions may occur and due credit fail to be given. The literature of local botany has become quite extensive; all of it is not very accessible and some likely to be overlooked. The details of geographical distribution even in a part of a large country is a subject requiring great patience in research and special aptitude for its pursuit. Some of these omissions or lapses from the ideal had been noticed in the Revised Manual. One naturally turns first to those things which are familiar to him in his own field, or to which he may have called attention somewhere, and so the error is easily detected. Prof.
Porter has mentioned some in the BULLETIN for March. It is evident that the botany of the future can best be made complete by the co-operation of all who are interested, and who may have special knowledge of particular fields which they are willing to communicate, and place within easy reach of those who prepare our manuals. But first I will notice a few errors in Prof. Porter's article, if I understand the purport of his restrictions and inquiries.
One plant he mentions is Polygala polygama, Walt., said in the Manual to be " common." To this the remark is added, "A plant of the eastern seaboard and rare in northern New Jersey, not known in Pennsylvania." Perhaps this does not mean that the plant is confined to the seaboard, but that would be the inference. The older Manual said: "Dry, sandy soil; common eastward," not necessarily confining it to the East, but making it 1TO common only there. That the word " common " is too broad a term is plain, since it does not occur throughout, as is evident from its absence from Pennsylvania, and my experience with it in the lake region coufirms this, since it is a plant local in charaeter of habitat, though abundunt in any locality adapted to its nature of growth. Its peculiar mode of growth causes it to produce abundance of seed and plant them effectually, thus securing a numerous progeny where it happens to grow. But its confinement to light or sandy soil necessarily restricts its area. Such, at least, is its character in the western region. It is found in such localities along the Great Lakes, and extends into the Mississippi basin in Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota. Nuttall is probably the earliest authority for its presence at the West. In his Genera Potamogeton -Robbinsii, Oakes. In Cedar Lake, Lake Co., Ind. (Bot. Gaz. I888).
Potauzogo,eton Hillii, Morong. N.E. Ohio, at Ashtabula. This was the locality where the specimens were found that afterwards led to its specific distinction. (Bot. Gaz., v. 53, vi. 290 Triglochin maritimumr, L. " Salt marshes along the coast, Lab.
to N. J., and in saline places in the interior across the continent."
The Manual gives this range, which is well enough for extent but not accurate as to conditions. The plant is not confined to those which are saline, but is found in many places along the lakes and in the Mississippi Valley, where they do not exist. Rosa Engelmanni, Watson. This was found last season in the sand barrens at the head of Lake Michigan, and is not uncommon. It had been to me a puzzling form of R. blazda, Ait., placed there for want of something better, till the description and figure in Garden and Forest of Aug. 7, I889, were seen. Being at Tower, Minn., at the time, it was at once seen to be the more common form of Rose there, and on returning home in September, a comparison of fruit anid foliage verified its presence h-ere.
The fruit of the Minnesota specimens was usually obovate-oblong, that of the Indiana oblong, or tapering about the same above as below, showing no punctures by insects to produce deformity, and moreover characterizing the fruit of a whole bush, it seemed a well-marked species. An occasional round or roundish fruit would appear on some bush, as though showing a tendency to mix with R. blanda and R. humilis, that grow plentifully in the immediate vicinity.
Utricnlaria pur-purea, Walt. Found in Spring Lake, Mich., where I gathered it in I872. Sagina procunbens, L.. Champion Mine, Mich., I889. Potamogelon Robbinsii, Oakes. Republic, and Negaunee (in Goose Lake) Mich., and abundant in Chesago Lake, in eastern
